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1831: Year of Eclipse by Louis P. Masur- Critical Book Review
On February 12, 1831, the darkness of a full solar eclipse stretched from the Mississippi Delta to Cape Cod. Masur explores the excitement, the observation, and the anticipation that this event raises at a critical moment in the history of America. He identifies the themes of slavery and its abolition struggles, the tension between national priorities and states’ rights, the impact that the new machinery has had on the relationship on land, and the conflicting passions of politics and religions. The year 1831 was a crucial time for the United States when it had the transition from a young and pure state to a republic characterized by dynamism and conflict was rife. The country was slowly moving towards war, and the eclipse was foreshadowing the darkness that would befall the country that year.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Louis P, Masur . "Year of Eclipse (New York: Hill & Wang, 2001)." (1831)., 2
] 

Masur thus organizes his book to suit the events surrounding the United States in the year 1831. He intertwines these distinct events that shaped both the character nature of the Americans and the approaches by which the nation would survive the ensuing upheavals. Nat Turner was organizing a revolutionary movement against slavery, and Andrew Jackson was threatening to disentangle and dissent over the economic future of the country. There was religious revivalism that was ensuing in the North, and that inspired the protests of workers in railroads, steamboats, and mechanized reapers to get better pay. The harsh policies that Jackson placed on the Cherokee had obliterated the last hopes of the red Indians to gain autonomy[footnoteRef:2]. Two crucial persons, Alexis de Tocqueville and Gustave Beaumont, were closely observing the developments at a distant. Their analysis of this tumultuous year would give the world an opinion about the new American republic for generations to follow. [2:  Louis, 7] 

The author has presented his argument in a clear, logical, and reasonable manner. He has used an elaborately textured explanation to portray the significance of the year 1831 in American history. For instance, he states that the year presented the time when the Southern rulers forsook the debate on slavery elimination and prompted William Garrison to initiate a vigorous protest to abolish it. The author further indicates that the dilemma to abolish slavery and the Indian Removal Act further worsened the conflict between the two regions. This conflict between the North and the South led battle between the National Republicans and the Democrats. He also indicated the significance of the year and the eclipse that symbolism the dark period when all the U.S. citizens were striving to get material affluence despite the economic, social, political challenges facing the country at that time. These conflicts eclipsed national cohesion by cultivating the atrocities that happened 30 years later.[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  Louis, 9] 

The book is highly legible with the author discussing diverse themes from different perspectives. In his storyline,  he infers the argument of the characters, for example, his depiction of Turner and the reaction of the natives from Virginia. Through his description of the debate where the Virginians recounted the violence that had befallen them, he allows the readers to connect to the text emotionally. The style draws the readers to understands the happenings of that year and even provide a visual image as a way of proving his arguments and improving the value of the book. The style also enhances the readers’ understanding of the subject matter.
Masur sequentially demonstrates the events as they occurred. He indicates that the root of the ensuing war had been the regional wars that had been rife in the country; the battles concerned slavery and the citizens’ rights. Then there followed the emergence of the Liberator, Garrison to deliver the blacks from the fangs of slavery. Turner’s uprising followed in the summer of the same year. Crucial decisions were then made to prepare the country’s handling of the natives and the economy. Through such a logical flow of the events, the readers can discern why things happened the way they did. For example, it is apparent that the drive for change was rooted in the North’s renewal of religion[footnoteRef:4]. Masur bases his arguments on facts rather than imaginations and therefore does not challenge any traditional beliefs of the Americans. [4:  Louis, 34] 

In a nutshell, the book was well-researched and well-organized to present that were happenings in America. The conflicts between the North and the South were eclipsing the vision of the country. Through his wit, Masur plainly explained the details about violence resulting from slavery protests, political, and religious conflicts, the development of technologies, and the threatening economic recess. His was not just a story but a concern on the fate of the nation that he lived in. The book was preparing people for the onslaught that was to come.
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